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Essential Questions

• If you were President of the United 
States today, what are some of the 
problems of the United States that 
you would attempt to solve?

• How would you go about solving 
them?



Eugene V. Debs
• Head of the American 

Railway Union

– Pullman Strike 
Leader 1894 
(Thrown in Jail!)

• Had SOCIALIST Ideas

– Believed Capitalism 
Was NOT Fair

• Ran for President in 
1908 for the Socialist 
Party



Socialism
• An Economic System in 

Which ALL Members of 
a Country Are Equal 
Owners of All the 
Businesses!

• Everyone Gets Paid 
Equal!
– Doesn’t Matter What 

Job!
– Everyone Shares the 

Work & the Profits

• No Rich, No Poor, No 
Middle Class!







Problems with Capitalism?

• Americans Were VERY ANGRY with Big 
Businesses (Trusts & Monopolies)

• Capitalism (What the U.S. Has!)
– Free Trade, Open Market, Supply & Demand

• Eugene Debs & Others Were Disturbed by 
Capitalism in U.S.:
– Big Businesses Formed Trusts & Monopolies

– No Competition Between Businesses!

– Hard to Start a Business Too!





Presidential Election 1908

• Eugene V. Debs: 
(Socialist Party)

• William Jennings 
Bryan: (Democratic 
Party)

• William Howard 
Taft: (Republican 
Party)



Presidential Election 1908

• William Howard 
Taft WINS!

• Teddy Roosevelt 
Endorsed Taft to 
Be President:
– Teddy’s Popularity 

Influenced People to 
Vote for Taft

– Taft Said He Would 
Continue Teddy’s 
Progressive Policies







Taft the Trustbuster!

• Taft Continued to 
Attack Trusts 
(TRUSTBUSTER!)

• Pursued Almost Double 
(2x) the # of 
Antitrust Lawsuits then 
Teddy Roosevelt Had 
as President

• However, Taft Didn’t 
Get as Much Credit 
Because He Became 
Friends with Big 
Business Owners



16th Amendment
• One of Taft’s Major 

Accomplishments:

• 16th Amendment
(1909) 
– Gave Congress the 
Power to Create 
Income Taxes (Tax 
$$$ People Make)

– Raise Large 
Amounts of $$$ 
Taxing All Citizens

– Main Source of 
Revenue for the 
U.S. Government





Income Tax

• You Pay Taxes On 
What You Earn!

• Show Class My 
Paycheck!

• U.S. Has a 
Graduated Income 
Tax:

– The More You 
Make, The More 
You Pay!



Sales Tax
• Taxes On Items 

That You Buy!

• Westchester County 
Has a Sales Tax of 
$.0675 On 
Everything That 
You Buy

• What is the Cost 
of Something at 
the $1.00 Store?

• My First Car! 



Property Tax
• Taxes On Your 

Home!

• Property Taxes Pay 
For:

– Schools

– Police/Fire/ 
Ambulance

– Plowing of Snow

– Garbage Pick Up

– Streetlights

– Etc…..



The Estate Tax

• A Tax On 
Everything a 
Person Owns & is 
Worth When 
They Die

• Also Known as 
the “Death” Tax







The “Millionaires Club”

• Prior to the 17th

Amendment, State 
Legislatures from Each 
State Picked Their 
Own Senators
– Citizens Never Voted 

For Them

• Many Senator “Wanna 
Bees,” Bribed State 
Legislators to Pick 
Them

• 17th Amendment Ended 
That!



The 17th Amendment

• Another of Taft’s 
Accomplishments!

• Citizens of the U.S. 
Vote Directly for U.S. 
Senators

• Senators Are In 
Office for 6 Years

• Charles Schumer & 
Kirsten Gillibrand Are 
the 2 Senators From 
N.Y.



The Senate



Election of 1912

• Usually in a Presidential 
Election it is the 
Republicans vs. 
Democrats

• 1912 Was DIFFERENT!

• The Election of 1912 
Had 4 Candidates:

– Taft = Republican

– Wilson = Democrat

– Roosevelt = 
Progressive Party

– Debs = Socialist Party



Election of 1912



Roosevelt Split the 
Republican Party

• Roosevelt Ran for 
President in 1912!

• T.R. Was ANGRY at 
Taft for NOT Being as 
PROGRESSIVE!

• Split the Republican 
Party Vote (25+25+50)

• Formed the Progressive 
Party (A.K.A. = Bull 
Moose Party)



Show Political Cartoons 
of 1912 Election!

• Show the 4 Political Parties Boxing 
DBQ!

• Show the Progressive Party DBQ!







Results of the 1912 Election
• Woodrow Wilson 

Won The 1912 
Presidential 
Election!

• The Republican 
Vote Split in Half 
Between Taft & 
Roosevelt

• Wilson Won in a 
Landslide!





Woodrow Wilson
• 3rd Progressive

President in a Row!

• Wanted to Use the 
Government to Break 
Up Monopolies & Trusts

• Also Wanted to Help 
Workers Against 
Business Owners!

• Pushed For the Passage 
of the Clayton Anti 
Trust Act of 1914





The Clayton Anti-Trust Act 
(1914)• Outlined Rules 

Forbidding Lessening 
Competition (Creating 
Trusts & Monopolies)

– Businesses Could No 
Longer Buy Stock of 
a Business in the 
Same Industry 
(Yankees Can’t Buy 
Red Sox Stock!)

– Gave Government 
More POWER to 
Break Up Trusts & 
Monopolies



Clayton Antitrust Act (1914)

• Labor Unions & Farm 
Organizations Could 
Merge & Expand 
(Power in Numbers)

• Government Could NOT
Force Workers to End 
Strikes (Peaceful Ones)

• Legalized Labor 
Tactics: Strikes, 
Picketing & Boycotts 
Are Legal (PEACEFUL)



Federal Reserve Banking System
“The Fed”

• http://www.federalreserveeducation.org/fe

d101/fedtoday/

• United Streaming
– Interest Rates: Borrowing & Lending 
Money

http://www.federalreserveeducation.org/fed101/fedtoday/


Federal Reserve Banking System 
(1913)

• Improved the U.S.’s 
Monetary & Banking 
System

• Created a More 
Flexible Currency 
System by Allowing 
Banks to Control the  
$$$ Supply

• Can Borrow $$$ From 
the Federal 
Government & Have 
More $$$ to Lend 
Citizens & Businesses









Reform for African Americans?

• Woodrow Wilson Did 
NOTHING for African 
Americans!

• Wilson Actually 
Thought Segregation 
Was Good

• All 3 Progressive 
Presidents Did Nothing 
for African Americans 
During the Progressive 
Era (1900-1920) 



18th Amendment

• Known as Prohibition

• Outlawed the 
Manufacturing, Sale 
& the Consumption 
of ALCOHOL!

• Many Believed 
Alcohol Caused 
Poverty, 
Unemployment & 
Violence!





Essential Questions

• If you were President of the United 
States today, what are some of the 
problems of the United States that 
you would attempt to solve?

• How would you go about solving 
them?


